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Question:

What do the scholars of Islam say regarding whether a Muslim may be buried in a non-Muslim
cemetery, or a non-Muslim may be buried in a Muslim cemetery? Please clarify this matter with
evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah.

Answer (with the help of Allah, the Bestower):

The clarification of this issue, in light of the Qur’an and Hadith, is very clear: itis haram (forbidden)
and impermissible to bury a non-Muslim in a Muslim cemetery, and likewise impermissible to
bury a Muslim in a non-Muslim cemetery.

This ruling is not only clear practically, legally (shar‘an), and doctrinally (‘ageedatan), but it has
remained in continuous practice from the time of the Noble Prophet # and the era of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs until today.

There are many religious dimensions and wisdoms behind this ruling, for example:

¢ Distinction of belief: Islam has a completely distinct and clearly defined identity in matters
of belief. There is no room for mixing or confusion.

¢ Supplication and seeking forgiveness: In Islam, there is no concept of praying for the
forgiveness of a non-Muslim.

e Absence of collective supplication: If a collective supplication is intended, this
intermingling would make it impermissible; rather, such supplication would become haram.

o Disrespectto Islam: This also constitutes disrespect to the Muslim, because a Muslim
cemetery is a place of mercy, whereas intermingling would turn mercy into hardship.

o Loss of religious identity: It would weaken the religious and Islamic identity of the Muslim
Ummah and open the door to confusion and misguidance.

o Confusion for future generations: Future generations may find it difficult to distinguish
between Muslims and non-Muslims and may assume that both are equal in outcome and
the Hereafter.

o Difference in burial method: The Islamic method of burial and the structure of the grave
are entirely different. Just as there is a clear distinction between Muslims and non-Muslims
in life, this distinction continues after death as well.

Evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, and Statements of the Jurists

Allah the Exalted says:
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“It is not for the Prophet and those who believe to seek forgiveness for the polytheists, even if they

are close relatives.”
(Surah At-Tawbah, 9:113)
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This verse establishes a clear boundary that supplication for them is not permitted.
Imam al-Qurtubi, in his commentary on this verse, writes:

“It is not permissible to bury deceased believers together with deceased disbelievers.”
Allah the Exalted also says:

“And do not ever pray over any of them who dies, nor stand at his grave.”
(Surah At-Tawbah, 9:84)

In the commentary of this verse, Mullah Jiwan writes in Tafsirat Ahmadiyyah:

“This verse clearly indicates that it is not permissible to perform the funeral prayer for a disbeliever,
nor to stand at his grave for burial or visitation.”

Sayyid Na‘eem al-Din Muradabadi writes:

“It is established that standing at the grave of a non-Muslim is religiously prohibited.”
(Khaza’in al-‘Irfan)

In Ruh al-Ma‘ani it is mentioned:

“The meaning is that one should not stand by the grave of a non-Muslim, neither for burial nor for
visitation.”

Sayyiduna Bashir 4ic & = narrates:

“While | was walking with the Messenger of Allah £, he passed by the graves of the polytheists and
said three times: ‘These people have missed out on much good.’ Then he passed by the graves of
the Muslims and said: ‘These people have attained much good.”

(Sunan Abi Dawood)

This hadith clearly shows that from the very beginning of Islam, Muslim graveyards were distinct
and separate, with no allowance for intermingling with non-Muslims.

Sayyiduna ‘Umar 4ic & = said:

“Do not bury the deceased Muslims alongside the deceased non-Muslims.”
This ruling is unanimously agreed upon by the four Imams.

In Al-Mawsu‘ah al-Fighiyyah it is stated:

“The jurists unanimously agree that it is forbidden to bury a Muslim in a disbelievers’ cemetery, and
vice versa.”

In the well-known Hanafi book Bada’i‘ al-Sana’i‘ it states:
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“A Muslim should not be buried in the cemeteries of disbelievers, nor a disbeliever in the
cemeteries of Muslims, because this entails humiliation of the Muslim. A Muslim cemetery is a
place of mercy.”

In Fatawa al-Hindiyyah (Al-‘Alamgiri):

“It is not permissible to bury a Muslim in the cemetery of disbelievers, nor a disbeliever in the
cemetery of Muslims.”

In Al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq:

“Anything that involves honoring disbelief or humiliating Islam is prohibited, and among these is
burying a Muslim in their cemeteries.”

Conclusion

From all this evidence, it becomes abundantly clear that having separate Muslim cemeteries is
not merely a worldly necessity, but a religious and Islamic requirement with implications for
the Hereafter.

And Allah knows best what is correct.

Mufti Muhammad Waqar Ahmad Madani
Canadian Fatwa Council
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